THE   CAROLINGIANS   AND   THE   VOLTE-FACE   OB   THE   PAPACY
marching against the Aquitainians of Duke Chunold, whom the
chronicler who continued Fredigarius calls Romanes. They pur-
sued them as far as Bourges, and destroyed the castle of Loches;
they then fell upon the Alamans, marching across their country as
• far as the Danube, and subduing it.1 Then, in 743, they defeated
the Duke of Bavaria and made him a vassal.
That same year, 743, doubtless on account of these rebellions,
they decided to raise to the throne, which their father had left
vacant, the last of die Merovingians, Childeric III (743-757),
whose precise relationship to the preceding kings is uncertain.
. In 747 Carloman resigned the government and became a monk
in the monastery of Monte Cassino. Pippin continued to govern
alone at the side of his phantom king. He had still some trouble
with Grifon, whom he had restored to liberty, and who incited
the Saxons and Bavarians to rise. But this was a passing incident,
without further consequences.
In 749-750 there was at last a quiet year,2 Pippin might consider
that his position was assured. Born in 714, he was then, at thirty-
six years of age, in the prime of life. Was he to continue to bear
this subordinate title of mayor of the palace? How could he do
so ? He had now vassals of his own everywhere. All, except in
Aquitaine, were bound to him by oath, and the position of these
followers of his was dependent upon his personal power. He
therefore felt that this power was assured, and it was further
legitimized by its de facto heredity.
He was even reconciled with the Church, which his father had
treated so ill, and whose spoils were in the possession of Ms sup-
porters. In 742 Carloman, at the instigation of Boniface, convoked
a synod in Austrasia, die first for decades, to restore order in the
Church, whose personnel had become terribly degraded.3 In 744
a second synod assembled at Soissons, and before long a third
Austrasian synod was convoked.
In 745, after these efforts at reform, which, as we see, proceeded
mainly from the North, whereas until jhe beginning of the 8th
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